
GPUMC ANNOUNCEMENT PAGE AND RETIREMENT LETTER 
 

COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE for Sunday, August 30, 2020 will be available on Sunday 

at Ginter Park United Methodist’s Facebook page and on the Youtube 

link:  https://youtu.be/LnQFU00uFBU beginning at 9 a.m.  Please share this video with your 

friends and family.  Donations kindly accepted at www.GPUMC.square.site/donate  

 

DONATIONS NEEDED:  Our church is collecting the following items for Ginter Park Elementary 

School: Clorox Wipes, Ziplock Bags (Gallon and Snack Size Bags), Dry Erase Markers (Thin and Thick), 

Small Dry Erase Erasers and Headphones.  We are also collecting money for their Kindergarten 

Notebooks.  Please try to get these to the church by September 1. 
 

CALLING ALL KIDS:  Let’s Zoom!  Join Anne this Sunday at 6 p.m. for a virtual Sunday 

School class.  Below is the following information for the meeting: 

Topic: GPUMC Sunday School for children 

Time: Aug 30, 2020 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

        Every week on Sun, until Sep 13, 2020, 7 occurrence(s) 

 Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89385037936?pwd=d1FaanZWVXZBbmJPR0JmUEEzRzV2QT09 

Meeting ID: 893 8503 7936                                         Passcode: 364354 

For those that cannot attend the Zoom meeting please use this link for an online Sunday School 

option:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpIRiNNS5cw&list=PLadc9fo1pca8yC9PXHIYhTB

QQGSba5nUJ&index=2&t=0s 

 

FOOD PANTRY:  We are in desperate need of canned goods for the Pantry.  Canned 

vegetables, canned fruit and canned meat products (tuna, ham, chicken) are needed most.  We 

are getting very low on our stock of paper grocery bags.  We prefer bags with handles but will 

accept others.  We are also collecting new socks and underwear for school-aged children to 

dispense through the Clothes Closet.  If you can donate paper grocery bags (with or without 

handles) and/or socks and underwear, please drop them by the church between 8 and 11 AM on 

Tuesdays through Thursdays and leave them by the side door.  Our Sexton, Bonnie, will get 

them in.   Thank you for your support of these ministries. 

RETURNING TO CHURCH:  The Healthy Church Team (HCT) met virtually this week to 

work on the plan that will ensure the health and safety of members planning on attending the 

September 13 worship service.  If you plan to attend and would like to volunteer in some way, 

please call the church office - 804-262-8651.  More information about the service is 

forthcoming.  We look forward to worshipping with you soon.   

PRAYER CONCERNS:  Conway Kehoe, Jim Gray, Jean Taylor, Theo Brown (Isabelle 

Brown’s Brother), Patti Williams, Bev. Samford, , Cora Matthews (non hodgkin lymphoma / 

Laura & Gerald Robert’s grand-daughter), Horace and Barbara Ford’s daughter-in-law / 

Jennifer’s father, Bill Fulcrod,  Eleanor Kensinger (sister of Alice Gray), Jakob Fedele (Liz’s 

nephew), Jesse Richardson, Cheryl Roberts, Simeon Wait (Dennis and Dale’s great nephew), 

Claude Cheeley, Nik, Teddy Sears, Joyce Forcke, Frankie Irons, Shirley Overstreet, Judy 

Wilkinson, Jane Whitlow, Cindy White, Jennifer Maitland, Isabelle Brown, Barbara Jessup, 

Richard (Ruth Plott’s brother-in-law)  

https://youtu.be/LnQFU00uFBU
http://www.gpumc.square.site/donate
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpIRiNNS5cw&list=PLadc9fo1pca8yC9PXHIYhTBQQGSba5nUJ&index=2&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpIRiNNS5cw&list=PLadc9fo1pca8yC9PXHIYhTBQQGSba5nUJ&index=2&t=0s


August 30, 2020 

Dear Friends, 

On the occasion of my retirement, I wanted to share a few things with you. 

As a general rule I hate goodbyes. Saying goodbye to someone or something is much too final. 

The French “au revoir” is appreciably better. 

Au revoir. 'Till we meet again. 

So as we part ways, let's do it with a big beautiful au revoir. 

Let me also make a few observations about churches in general, and GPUMC in particular. 

Churches can be difficult places to work, especially if some staff and parish leadership believe 

that they alone hold the keys to God's kingdom. That attitude can tend to make compromise and 

cooperation a bit challenging. And churches are sometimes hangouts for people that really don't 

want to be there. Pressure from family, employers, and one's own social standing drag reluctant 

people to church, kicking and screaming, Sunday after Sunday. 

I hope you see where I'm going with this. 

Ginter Park United Methodist Church does not have these problems. I have pointed out to others 

on many occasions that our church may have a small turnout on Sunday mornings, but there is 

not a single soul present that does not want to be here. It shows in the way you interact with each 

other. In the Food Pantry and other community outreach. And in the kindness and support you 

show to your staff. 

And what a staff! People that actually enjoy working with each other. That's the exception rather 

than the norm. And it's so refreshing. Teddy Roosevelt wrote: “Far and away the best prize 
that life has to offer is the chance to work hard at work worth doing”. I think that sums up 

what it's like to be a part of GPUMC's ministry. And we have fun while we're at it! 

So I begin my retirement with appreciation and thanks to all of you for some of my most 

gratifying and enjoyable years in church music. To Anne, Bonnie, Dale, Dennis, and Roy for 

being such gracious and devoted co-workers. To Dennis and our Church Council for their 

leadership and inspiration. To Horace Ford for all his “behind the scenes” help in making the 

music program function. And especially to the choir: you have been a wonderful group to make 

music with. 

The aftermath of COVID-19 will present new challenges to the Church Universal. A world 

bruised by sickness and economic turmoil will certainly be reevaluating itself, and many people 

will be for the first time looking at the church through eyes that have recently witnessed losses of 

jobs, homes, family, and friends. As non-churchgoers begin to adjust their lives to post-COVID 

living, the church offers them a new source of hope, encouragement, and community. I am 

confident that Ginter Park United Methodist, bolstered by the motto “As much for others than 
ourselves”, will enter a period of new growth and expanded ministry. 



I leave you with these words from the hymn by Jeremy Rankin. Written in 1880, this hymn has 

been sung through times of war, times of peace, and times of trouble. It seems most appropriate 

now as we continue to weather the current pandemic: 

“God be with you till we meet again, by His counsels guide, uphold you, With His sheep 
securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again. 

God be with you till we meet again, when life’s perils thick confound you, Put His arms 
unfailing round you, God be with you till we meet again. 

God be with you till we meet again, keep love’s banner floating o’er you, 

Smite death’s threatening wave before you, God be with you till we meet again.” 

Au Revoir, -Jerry 

 


