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 Did you know that Santa’s sleigh is pulled by Rhubarb the Red-Nosed Reindeer, Jesus was visited by leopards 
in the stable and that he got some aftershave called Franky Scents from the Three Wise Men? These are some funny 
ways children hear things. 
 When our three kids were growing up, I read to them from a book: “Leading Little ones to God” by Marian M. 
Schoolland to teach about our faith. Here is what she wrote about Christmas: - 

“Do you know when your life began? Yes, it began when you were born. Each year you have a birthday, and 
then we think of the day you were born. Mother remembers that day very well. You were a tiny baby, very dear little 
baby then. 

Jesus was born a tiny baby, too. But Jesus did not begin to live when he was born. Jesus lived long, long before 
that. Jesus is God, and God has always lived. Jesus, the Son of God, lived in heaven, with God the Father and God 
the Holy Spirit, long, long, before the earth was made. 

You remember that the earth was all good and beautiful at first. Adam and Eve were wonderful; they were 
made in God’s likeness. But sin came and spoiled it all. God felt sorry about the sorrow and trouble that came after 
that. And God said, “We will send a Saviour.” Jesus said, “I am willing to go down to earth and be the Saviour!” The Holy Spirit 
made a body for Jesus. And Jesus was born a little baby. He was born in Bethlehem. Oh, how the angels sang that 
night – a great host of angels! They were so glad that Jesus had gone down to earth. They were glad because he went 
to be our Saviour. 

What a change it was for Jesus to come down from heaven to earth. Heaven is full of glory. There is no 
sickness there, nor sadness or sin. But Jesus left his beautiful home, and his Father, and the wonderful angels, to 
come down to our sinful earth. 

Jesus was rich in heaven.; everything was his. When he came to earth, he was poor. He left all his riches and 
glory behind. There was not even a house ready for him on earth. He was born in a stable. And he did not have a 
bed. His mother, Mary, laid him in a manger. 

Jesus was almighty in heaven. He was Lord of heaven and earth, and Lord over the angels. When he became a 
baby, he could not do anything at all! Babies need a mother to take care of them. Jesus was helpless, like all other 
babies. Jesus became like us, except that he had no sin in his heart as we have when we are born. 

The story of Jesus’ birth is the most wonderful story in the Bible. It is the most wonderful story in all the 
world, and the most wonderful story in heaven. Just think of it – Jesus, the Son of God, became a baby! 

Because the story of Jesus’ birthday is so wonderful, we sing about it on Christmas day and on other days 
too.”  

Use this simple presentation to teach your little ones about Christmas. The story must be told repeatedly 
because it is in danger of being overshadowed by all the other traditions of Christmas we observe.  

During the months of November and December, we remember those who have died over the past year, 
honor our veterans, celebrate Thanksgiving and then set aside the Sundays in Advent to prepare for Christmas. Not 
long after that will be New Year, 2020. 

May you enjoy good health, much happiness and great prosperity over these coming days.  
 
In Christ, 
Dennis 

 
 

 
 



HANGING OF THE GREENS 
November 24th following both services we will be 
decorating for Advent and Christmas.  Please plan to 
stay and help.  This does not take very long, but it is a 
big job.  We will decorate both the Sanctuary and the 
Social Hall. 

CHURCH FAMILY FUN NIGHT AND 
TALENT SHOW 

Everyone is invited to a fun evening of dinner, talent 
and games on Sunday, December 15, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. 
in Social Hall.  A spaghetti dinner will be provided and 
we ask members to bring dessert.  This tradition will 
become one of your favorite holiday events! 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
Christmas Eve Services will take place on Tuesday, 
December 24th at 5 PM and 11 PM.  The 5PM service 
in the Social Hall will be a Children-led Family 
Candlelight service and the 11PM service in the 
Sanctuary will be a Candlelight Communion Service. 

Another Way to Love our Neighbors:  
ANIMAL ANGEL TREE 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if all the four-legged fuzzy 
creatures had loving, warm homes? Until they do, 
Richmond Animal Control houses (to capacity) many 
of the pets that have been sacrificed for one reason or 
another.  
The past couple of years, we have been able to help 
shoulder some of the needs to supply everyday goods 
to RAC. 
Your willingness to provide dog food and cat food 
(crunchies and canned), treats and toys (no feathers on 
the cat toys, please), has been gratefully received by the 
workers.  Even gently used towels, blankets and pet 
beds allow the RAC to stretch their budget and get 
through the winter.  Please consider giving needed 
items by placing them under the Animal Christmas 
Tree located in the Social Hall.   
From Sunday, Dec. 3 to Dec. 29 space will be available 
to leave your presents for the “visitors” at RAC until 
they find their “forever” homes.   
Thank you so much for sharing what you can with 
these little guys. An extra donation box will be outside 
the Sanctuary in the office hallway. 

FINANCE AND CHURCH COUNCIL 
November 13, 2019 * Finance Mtg 6:00 p.m., Church 
Council 7:00 p.m. 
December 11, 2019 * Finance Mtg 6:30 p.m.,  
Church Council 7:00 p.m. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

If you are wondering whether the 
church will be open due to inclement 
weather please stay tuned to channel 
6, and check the scroll at the bottom 
of your TV screen for further 
information.  If the Church closes, 

we will be listed.  The Church will also send a phone 
tree message out to all members should the services 
need to be cancelled. ***If you have not received a phone 
tree message to date, please call the church office with the phone 
number you would like for us to call. 

OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
SOUVENIRS 

Beautiful, full-color church 
picture notecards with 
envelopes, and blank 
interiors for your personal 
note or message.  
 
The full color church 
picture is a copy of artist David Lewis’ watercolor 
picture hanging on the wall next to the church office.  
Each packet of 10 notecards with envelopes are tied 
with green ribbon, suitable for gifts or your own use.  
These are $5/packet.   
 

CARITAS 
Do you knit or sew?  The women of Caritas are 
coming to stay with us the first week of February and 
would love a handmade scarf!  Dale and Mary Liz have 
been knitting away and need your help!  If you would 
like to make a scarf, please do so and have them 
turned into the office by the middle of January.  
Thanks.  Hats and blankets are also much appreciated!! 

 

VETERANS MINISTRY 

Part of our Veterans Ministry is the display in 

recognition and gratitude of our past and present 

Veterans located in our Church Parlor from Nov. 3 

through Nov. 17.  If you are a Veteran, active service 

member and/or family of someone serving or has 

served, or know 

someone serving, 

Mary Swing would 

like to talk with you 

about the expansion 

of our Veterans 

Ministry.  

 



FOOD PANTRY AND CLOTHES 
CLOSET 

FOOD PANTRY:  Our food pantry continues to 
serve from 50 to 70 family units from 10 AM until 
Noon each Wednesday.  We have a loyal group of 
volunteers; however, if you cannot volunteer, there are 
other ways in which you can help: 

• Bring in paper grocery bags with handles to 
the Food Pantry.  Ask your neighbors to save 
their grocery bags for us.  Each family unit 
receives 2 paper bags of food. 

• Bring in your plastic grocery bags.  These are 
used to bag produce. 

• Donate canned tuna, canned chicken, tea bags 
and bath-sized soap bars. 

When we need to purchase non-food items (bags and 
soap), our monthly cost is approximately $150.  If 
these are donated, we can use this money to buy 
additional food.   
All donations may be left outside of the Food Pantry 
door (Burchette Room) on the first floor as you come 
in from the parking lot or you can leave them with the 
ushers in the Narthex.  You may also want to 
volunteer whenever you have some time.  You can 
help bag produce or help clients take out their 
groceries. 

Newsletter Deadline 
The Jan/Feb Newsletter entry deadline will be 
December 15th!   

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
WESTMINSTER CANTERBURY FALL 

CRAFT FAIR 
You are invited to the 2019 Fall Craft Fair featuring fine 
crafts, jewelry, textiles, gourmet goodies and much more!  
Friday, Nov.  1 from 10 a.m.– 4 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 
2 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Westminster Canterbury. 
Shuttle service provided from Azalea Mall. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CROP WALK 2019 

 

SERVING OUR CHURCH  
IN NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 

Acolytes 
November 
3 Jacob & Jonas Fleming 
13 Eli Durrett 
17 Need Volunteer 
24 Katherine Kinney 
December 
1 Jacob & Jonas Fleming 
8 Eli Durrett 
15 Need Volunteer 
22 Katherine Kinney 
24 Katherine Kinney & Micah Kinney 
29 Need Volunteer 
Crucifers 
November 
3 Lee Walker 
10 Jacob Durrett 
17 Chuck Croll 
24 Micah Kiney 
December 
1 Lee Walker 
8 Jacob Durrett 
15 Need Volunteers 
22 Micah Kinney 
24 Ella Kinney 
29 Need Volunteer 
Ushers 
November 
Captain:   Robert Burns 
Chuck Croll, Lee Walker 
December 
Captain: Jim Gray 
Horace Ford, Barbara Ford, Alice Gray 
 
Altar Guild 
November  
9:30 A.M. –   Ruth Plott 
11:00 A.M. – Alane Herbert, Callie Robinson 
December 
9:30 A.M.  –  Ruth Plott 
11:00 A.M. –   Alane Herbert, Callie Robinson 



NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

November        
1   Bert Terranova 
4      Sarah Lynn Croll       
5      Conway Kehoe       
6      Kristen Allegood   
8      Andre Bryan     
12    Julia Harris      
14    Harrison Bray    
19    Emilie Gibson      
        Ruth McConaghy 
21    Donna Taylor      
22    Ron Davis  
 

December 
5 Sonya Franks 
6 Linda Wood 
10 S. Cindy White 
11 Jeffrey Roberts 
12 Andre Pecht 
 Destiny Cocke 
13 Kevin Ford 
18 Ann Dudley Fortune 
20 Dale Lipke 
23 Angelique Velanquez 
 Ashley Velanquez             
28 Ruth Plott   
 Graham Bradford  
29 Mason Taylor   
 Christy Neighbors  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poinsettia Order Form 
Help decorate our church for this special day.  

$15.00 per poinsettia  You can place your form 
into the church office or place it in the 
offering plate.  Thanks. 
 
In Honor of  
____________________________________ 
 
In Memory of 
____________________________________ 
 
Given by: 
____________________________________ 
 
Address: 
__________________________________ 
 
Phone: 
__________________________________ 
 
E-mail: 
____________________________________ 
 
Number Ordered: ___________  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS OF 2019! 

First, “I thank God every time I remember you…”  

(Philippians 1:3)  Thank you to all our volunteers, 

our staff, visitors, and others who have helped 

before, during, and after all of our Receptions, Yard 

Sales, Picnics, gatherings, and everything else we 

have done.  Your prayers, hard work, enthusiasm, 

love, and time have truly touched my heart, “For you 

are more precious than rubies.”  (Proverbs 31:10)  

Each one of you has touched my heart in a unique 

way.  Thank you for all that you have done and been, 

and especially all of your prayers. 

May God bless each of you, send His Holy Angels 

to surround, guard and protect you wherever you are 

now and forever, and keep you in His loving care.  

Your Sister and Friend in Christ, Mary Swing. 

 

OUTREACH 
 
Sunday, November 10th at 12:30 p.m.:  Pumpkin 
Patch volunteer staff are invited to a “Thank you” 
luncheon after Church in the Social Hall! 

Rush Hour Caroling will be on Friday, December 
20th, starting at 5:30pm - 7:30pm, in front of the sign 
at the corner of Laburnum & Chamberlayne!  Join us 
for this 7 year old GPUMC Holiday 
Tradition!  Afterwards, there will be a special event for 
the participants, so plan for a fun evening of music 
and fellowship! 

 

CONCERNS 

Please pray for our Church Family members.  We hold you 

in our thoughts and hearts.  We are blessed because we as 

Christians have a very special hope, love, and assurance 

through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

SAINTS:   

Celebrations of Life Everlasting:  Our loved ones who now 

live and are part of the Great Cloud of Witnesses in their 

eternal Heavenly Home with God and each other. 

Jean Pleasants, Harriet Cogle, Barbara Bennardo, Michael 

Quist, Jeanne Lindra Childrey, Jerry Yates, Ruth Noble and 

Verna Raup. 

ILLNESSES: 

Please check the Joys and Concerns White Board outside 

the Parlor for our family members with recent illnesses. 

CELEBRATIONS IN 2019: 

We recognize and celebrate the joys of important events in 

our lives in our Church Family at GPUMC.  We do this in 

order to grow and enjoy closer relationships with each 

other and with God.  If you have any important events or know of 

any, please let Mary Swing or the Church Office know so that we may 

include it here. 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

We rejoice and congratulate our brothers and sisters for 

special times in their lives.  Nov/Dec celebrations:  

Geraldene and James Dodson, 58th Wedding Anniversary. 

NEW MEMBERS:  We are glad you are part of our 

Church Family.  If you have not yet joined our church through either 

profession of faith or transfer, we would love to welcome you. 

CHILDREN’S BIRTHDAYS: 

You are very special to Jesus, and to us, too!  Happy 

Birthday! 

November 
23  Micah Kinney 
December 
1   George Baynes 
5  Jules Otto 
13   Jonas Fleming 
19  Kayleigh Douthat 
25  Addison Zirkle 
ACHIEVEMENTS, AWARDS, HONORS: 

Congratulations for what you with God’s help have done 

together! 

Jacob Durrett-Runner of the Week for the Glen Allen High 

School Cross Country Team. 

Katherine Kinney & Micah Kinney band accolades for their 

schools in Cumberland County. 

 



OUR ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE, 

DENNIS WINSTON 

Congratulations to our Artist-in-

Residence, Dennis Winston, who 

has been honored and awarded 

the following: 

-2019 Award of Distinction (for 

print-making) by The Virginia 

Artists for 2019 Juried 

Exhibition, Charles Taylor Art, 

sponsored by the City of 

Hampton, VA (his artwork 

selected for exhibiting, VMFA 

Paul Mellon Collection 

Educator).   

-3rd Place Award, South Atlantic Regional Art Juried 

Exhibition, Montpelier Art Center by South Atlantic 

Regional Art Association. 

-“Trailblazers Wall”, “Visual Arts”, selected as one of 39 

people who inspired others, and made a positive 

difference in the community and the World, with an 

emphasis on Henrico and Virginia History by Henrico 

County Public Library and History Division Henrico 

Recreation and Parks with community members input at 

Fairfield Library. 

-“Sundry Souls” Exhibition, on of 16 artists for visually 

stimulating representations that envelope the 400 year old 

narrative of Africans in America.  By the Black History 

Museum and Cultural Center of Virginia in Richmond, 

Virginia. 

-“VMFA on the Road” and Artmobile for the 21st 

Century, “one of 10 national artists internationally 

recognized selected for this exhibit, by the Virginia 

Museum of Fine Arts.  Mr. Winston’s painting, “Young 

Girl” appears on VMFA postcards. 

-VFMA collects Mr. Dennis Winston’s works for 

VFMA’s permanent collection and exhibition. 

-“Living Legend” award.  By ”The Living Legacies 

Awards, Richmond Public Schools Education 

Foundation.”  Recognizes RPS graduates who continue to 

make great achievements both in their careers and their 

communities.” 

-“Home Together” exhibition with fellow artist, Jackie 

Merritt.  By Norfolk State University “Recognizes NSU’s 

Fine Arts Alumni.”  At the James Wise Gallery, NSU. 

 

REFLECTION ON CELEBRATING 
THE YEAR OF THE CHURCH 

FAMILY 2019 

As we celebrate Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas and 
look forward to the New Year, and 2019 comes to a close 
I’d like to reflect upon this year’s special focus on and 
celebration of our Church Family as a gift and blessing 
from God and what it means to us so that we may be in 
closer relationships to each other and to God.   

For the past 3 calendar years (2017, 2018, 2019), we have 
come together with special emphasis in year-long ministries, 
fellowships, worships, prayers, celebrations, etc., in times of 
joy, health, illness, loss, and sorrow.  We prayed, struggled, 
encouraged, learned, taught, loved, mourned, ate, 
ministered, talked, gave thanks, volunteered, and much 
more with have helped reinforce and strengthen our 
Congregation’s foundation as members of our Church and 
Church Family. 

We have not done this alone.  Throughout we have sought 
God’s grace and guidance. 

As the Body of Christ during our 100th Anniversary, Year 
of The Child, and Year of the Church Family, each Brother 
and Sister in various ways had the opportunity to come 
sharing God’s love, exploring being a Christian, and 
nurturing one another in relationship with other Christians.  
Also, we could support each other on becoming better 
equipped to live in (not of) a secular world by seeking the 
mind of Christ so that our focusing on secular distractions, 
temptations, or behaviors such as politics, incivilities, 
Machiavellianism, pay it forward, “everyone does this…”, 
“we can be Christians without…”, etc, become secondary. 

It is my joyful hope and prayer, my Sisters and Brothers, 
that as we say “Farewell” to 2019, we all know in our hearts 
and keep in mind that:  God loves us each and every one.  
God blesses and wants us to be part of our Church and 
Church Family.  AND:  It is pleasing to God for us to do 
so. 

May each of you enjoy God’s blessings at Thanksgiving, 
and Christmas, and throughout the New Year!  Your Sister 
and Friend in Christ, Mary Swing, Chair, Congregational 
Care Committee. 

P.S.  Beginning January 1, 2020, we will focus on:  
CELEBRATING THE YEAR OF OUR NEIGHBORS!  
(More about this in the January-February 2020 Newsletter.) 

 

 



This is a synopsis of what your Church 
Council has been doing.   

Blessings,  Brian Durrett, Council Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Founding Members of Our Christian Church and Church Family 
We are celebrating the Church Family this year and in recognition of this, our first 

Family is profiles.  This First Church Family and these persons have been God’s blessings 
and gifts to us. 

The very first founding Christian Family was made up of the natural Father, 
Mother, their first-born child a Son), and a Stepfather.  Some additional members were 
initially the Mother’s adult female cousin, her husband, and their only child, a son.  The 
two boy cousins were only 6 months apart in age. 

These events took place a very long time ago in human history, but the decisions 
the natural Father made to bring these events to fruition and this Christian Family 
together started even longer ago then that!  He planned it from the very first beginning. 

When the Father publicly began telling people about His plans based on His deep 
unconditional love for His people, a love that was, is, and always will be steadfast and sure, 
some folks took Him seriously and believed.  They excitedly prayed and looked forward to 

that day!  They taught their children, who taught theirs, who then taught theirs from generation to generation until 
the people could see for themselves and participate in all that happened if they should so choose.  So today you and I 
are able to trace our Church and Church Family to that glorious wonderful God-blessed first One. 

By now, you undoubtedly have guessed that I am referring to God our Heavenly Father, Mary, Joseph, and 
Jesus.  We are truly blessed with God’s gift of the Holy Bible, so that we can read and study Scripture to learn about 
them, as well as Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, her husband Zechariah, and their only child John the Baptist who was 6 
months older than Jesus.  Who were they? What were they like?  How did some of these faithful Jewish people 
become the first Christian Family and thus fulfill God’s promise to His chosen people of sending them the Messiah, 



the Christ?  How did this also fulfill God’s promise to come down among His people and be the True Shepherd?  
Why has God planned this for us, and all of our families who have come before us, and who will come after us 
everywhere in the World? 

For example, Isaiah told of the coming of a child called Immanuel (“God with Us”) born to a virgin, a young 
girl (Isa. 7:14).  Then in Isaiah 9:6-7 about “a child…born to us, a Son given to us; authority rests upon His 
shoulders; and He is name Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace…”, “and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts swill do this.”  In 11:1-9, “A 
shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,…The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him…”, which continues to 
describe all that He will do and what else happens. 

In about 586 B.C., the Prophet Ezekiel, chapter 34, “The word of the Lord came to me:…” wherein God 
tells of His anger towards the Priests who are supposed to be “shepherds of Israel” who starve, rob, prey upon and 
abuse “my sheep,…my flock”.  God’s solution will be to be their True Shepherd and take care of them:  “I myself 
will be the shepherd of my sheep…”. 

God sent His archangel Gabriel to visit Priest Zechariah who was performing the very important service of 
“incense offering” in the Sanctuary of Jerusalem’s Temple while the congregation prayed (Luke 1:10) 

Elizabeth no longer felt ashamed.  “…This is what the Lord has done for me when He looked favorably on 
me and took away this disgrace I have endured among my people.”  (Luke 1:24-25) 

In 4 B.C., six months after Elizabeth conceived, we meet her very young cousin Mary.  Although Mary’s 
betrothed to Joseph she and Joseph had not lived together as husband and wife nor consummated their relationship.  
(Luke 1:27; Matthew 1:18-25).  Both Mary and Joseph are faithful Jews of the lineage of Israel’s House of David.  
Mary was living in Nazareth, a town in Galilee with her parents.  Nazareth was a market town with lots of camel 
trains, merchants, etc., coming and going on a major trade route.  She would have seen all of this, as would Jesus as 
He grew up, (and had a carpenter’s shop of his own.  This is where he would live with his mother and support her.  
All in the Synagogue would know him also, as they had his stepfather Joseph.) 

Our Heavenly Father from the very beginning, chose Mary to be the Earthly human mother of “His only 
begotten Son”, from conception, through infancy, childhood, teen years, and adulthood to his Son’s death by 
crucifixion.  So God sent the Archangel Gabriel to visit Mary, twll her God’s plans, and invite her to accept and agree 
with them.  Mary did, and her life changed forever.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, Mary conceived Jesus (Luke 
1:35,38, Matthew 1:18, 20).  Like Elizabeth and Zechariah, Mary led a blameless life and faithful life.  God chose her 
to be His Son’s Mother. 

God kept His promise of “great joy and gladness” to Elizabeth and Zechariah.  Mary was obedient (did what 
Gabriel told her to do – visit Elizabeth).  Her obedience also included being obedient to be married to Joseph after 
her return but wait until the baby Jesus’ birth to consummate the marriage.   

In 4 B.C., Joseph was Jewish, of the lineage of King David of Israel.  By profession he was a carpenter, whom 
all the people in the local Synagogue knew (Matthew 13:54-58).  He lived in Nazareth where he was “the husband” 
(Matthew 1:19) of Mary by being engaged to her, who was much younger than he.  He was a “righteous man”, an 
honorable man (he planned to divorce Mary when he found her 3 months pregnant), and compassionate (“without 
exposing her to public disgrace”, “to divorce her quietly (Matthew 1:19). 

God had other plans which He told to Joseph via an angel in a dream at night..  Joseph changed all of his 
divorce plans, “took her as his wife, had no marital relations with her until after Jesus’ birth”, “whom he name Jesus” 
(Matthew 1:24-25).  Joseph also accepted the responsibilities of being a stepfather to God’s only begotten Son 
(Matthew 1-2, Luke 2).   

There are only about 6 months together Mary and Joseph's normal life in Nazareth was short lived!  
In late 4 B. C., suddenly they had to travel to his ancestor David’s town Bethlehem, about 85 miles away so Joseph 
could obey emperor Augustus census order. All men had to register with the Roman government in their hometown.  

Ordinarily, so near to Mary giving birth, they would not have traveled. So they planned for the round trip, 
Jesus birth, and common things. At this time, neither could have guessed or dreamed of having to escape to Egypt 
and live there. Arrangements were made for his Carpenter shop and their home until they returned.  
So Mary and Joseph began their arduous journey with him leading Mary’s riding donkey for safe travel for her and 
soon to be born Jesus. Obviously since Mary could only ride for a little while, then dismount and rest, then ride some 
more, etc., the 85-mile trip took many days. Of course, all their supplies of food, water, shelter, bedding, baby things, 
Joseph stools, cooking pots, etc., we're on a pack animal. Joseph carried money for their room or emergencies once 
there.  Lots of people were on the move in all directions.  



Upon arrival in Bethlehem, the inn was full! Even paying money, Joseph was not able to find usual 
accommodations. So Mary and Joseph were allowed to use an innkeeper stable because the innkeeper was kind to 
Mary. Things had not turned out as expected!  

But Mary was relieved to be inside, not riding, and once Joseph set up their bedding, able to rest.  What a 
blessing that stable turned out to be! It made it easier for them. She had a private, quiet, warm, secure place in which 
to give birth instead of a very noisy, smells of all kinds, overcrowded shared space among strangers ill and well. Their 
animals and belongings were secure. Joseph could protect his wife Mary and the extraordinary precious holy baby 
Jesus. Also, he could ask for a local woman to help at the birth.  
There is even a special safe place to lay Jesus on a soft bed of soft straw elevated above the ground in a Manger. And 
people had heard about the family who had to stay and where the wife had given birth. God had provided the perfect 
place. 

On that glorious night of wonder, love, peace, and blessing, Jesus’ natural Heavenly Father publicly rejoiced 
and announced that his only begotten Son's birth as only he could do! First, an Angel of the Lord announced to 
shepherds in the fields the good news with great joy as the Lord's glory shone all around them. Then a multitude of 
Angels came and sang “The Angels Hymn”. The night sky was lit up and a marvelous sight and sound it was to 
anyone who saw it! Then all the Angels went back into heaven. (Luke 2:8-19)  

Hastily, the shepherds went to see for themselves what the Lord's Angel told them.  
Suddenly, Mary and Joseph were astonished and found themselves receiving visitors in the wee dark hours of 

the morning, shepherds, and others. The others, all, and Joseph and Mary were amazed at the shepherds’ report. 
People went away talking about what happened. Mary treasured and pondered what she'd heard in her heart. (Luke 2)  
Eight days later, Mary and Joseph had the rituals of circumcision in naming done for Jesus. The Holy baby was 
named Jesus just as Archangel Gabriel had said before. She and Joseph had obeyed God.  

Forty days from Jesus's birth, he and his parents went to Jerusalem's temple for the Jewish purification right. 
This was when Simeon rejoiced, guided by the Holy Spirit, told him about who Jesus is, and empathetically warned 
Mary. (Luke 2) Simeon’s praise and warning would impact them for the rest of their lives. So far it has been almost 2 
months since Mary and Joseph had been in Bethlehem.  During this time, they had moved out of the stable into a 
small house there. Now the three Magi arrived in Jerusalem seeking the child, King of the Jews, where they 
encountered the deceptive adult king of the Jews Herod the Great. (Matthew 2:1-4)  

Quickly, the Magi leave Herod, and joyfully go the 5 miles to Bethlehem and find Mary and Joseph at home. 
They run with their gifts to kneel down in front of an amazed Mary and pay homage to her son Jesus. The Magi 
present them with the costly gifts fit only for a King:  gold, frankincense, and myrrh. (Matthew 2:1-14)  
Joseph, too, was amazed when Mary showed and told him what happened. The gifts arrived just in God's perfect 
time.  

That night, Joseph’s second Angel visit occured. In a dream, the Angel told Joseph about Herod’s plans and 
to take Jesus and his mother to flee to Egypt and remain until I tell you. (Matthew 2:14) Joseph instantly obeyed and 
woke Mary.  They gathered Jesus and their things including the Magi's gifts. Then the three of them snuck out of 
town in the night. Mary and Joseph leading Jesus on the donkey and the pack animal following. 

 In 30 A.D., Mary was sorrowful and grieved to see her first-born child with torture wounds hanging on a 
cross and dead as her Earthly relationship with Him changed.  She was hopeful and trusted God and her Son Jesus, 
as she remembered what Gabriel had told her, and Simeon said with Holy Spirit guiding him, and especially what 
Jesus had said about what He must do and in 3 days rise. 

When Jesus’ words, and God’s words through Gabriel so long ago came to fruition, she fully understood all, 
with a special joy.  She was thankful that Jesus, in his love for his widowed mother, had provided for her well-being 
and welfare by giving her in mutual “adoption” to John the Apostle as the last act of love that He was to do.  This 
paced Mary in the care of the Christian Community and the Apostles and Disciples where she would be a valued and 
beloved member until her death.  Then she joyfully would join her Son, now her Risen Lord and Savior, and God our 
Heavenly Father in Heaven forever. 
 All the members of our first Christian family willingly accepted God's guidance. God bless them as they 
carried out purposes in their lives none of which they had originally dreamed of. Their lives were not easy and of 
great responsibility and faith and love, but they knew that God would guide them and be steadfast in his love for 
them. For God entrusted the Lord and Savior of us all as well as the establishment and head of our church to our 
first church family. As God the father said at Jesus's baptism in transfiguration: This is my beloved son with whom I 
am well pleased.  


