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“Honor the Lord with your substance 
and with the first fruits of all your produce; 

then your barns will be filled with plenty, 

and your vats will be bursting with wine. 

Proverbs 3:9,10 

 

Almost the whole of the months of March and April are taken up with Lent and Easter. 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6th and our celebration on Easter Sunday is April 

21st. Lent has forty-six days because the Sundays are not counted as part of the forty days of 

Lent. Each Sunday is a “little Easter” – a celebration of resurrection. 

Though it is common practice for Christians to give up something for Lent, I propose that, 

in addition to this, we should also take upon ourselves something new in the service of Christ. 

Perhaps as well as giving up candy or chocolates, we should also volunteer in some community 

service area or undertake some loving task for another. 

Our Ash Wednesday worship service to be held in the sanctuary at 7 pm on March 6th, this 

event is a time for new beginnings in the faith, a call to return to the Lord. On this day we recall 

our mortality as we receive the imposition of ashes and wait upon Jesus for a renewal in the 

Spirit. 

 Palm Sunday (April 14th) introduces what is traditionally known as Holy Week. On Apri18 

in the sanctuary at 7 pm we remember and celebrate Maundy Thursday when Jesus shared his 

final supper with his disciples during Passover. Good Friday brings a somber focus upon Calvary 

and the cross, followed by the entombing of Jesus’ body. 

Easter morning is an occasion of great joy and renewal celebrated with glorious music and 

striking visuals. Lilies and bright flowers enhance other symbols such as the stained-glass 

windows, altar, Bible, cross, pulpit and lectern. Everyone who believes in Jesus should do all 

they can to be in church on Easter Sunday! 

Sometime during this period, we will welcome our confirmation candidates who complete 

the preparations and express their willingness to proceed to full membership of the Church. How 

exciting this will be. I am so proud of these young people who we have watched grow and 

mature before our eyes! 

May your Easter be blessed and filled with good things. 

 

In Christ, 

Dennis 
 



ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

Wednesday, March 6th    
6:00 p.m. Dinner:  Soup will be provided, however, 

we ask that you bring a couple of sandwiches to 

share.   

7:00 p.m. Service:  The service will be held in the 

Sanctuary following the 6:00 p.m. dinner.  Child 

care will be provided.  

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
Palm Sunday – April 14th 

9:30 A.M. Side Door Service 

11:00 A.M. Traditional Service 

 

Maundy Thursday – April 18th 

7 P.M. Maundy Thursday Communion Service 

 

Easter Sunday Services – April 21st 

9:30 A.M. Side Door Service 

10:30 A.M. Easter Egg Hunt 

11:00 A.M. Traditional Service 

 

MARCH 10th 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARITAS  
Thanks to all who helped make this year's CARITAS 

a success.  During the week of January 27 through 

February 2, our church housed and fed 32 women 

who were without homes. 

 

 

 

ACOLYTES 
We have an active acolyte program for the 

traditional service and always welcome new 

acolytes.  Acolytes are usually children and 

teens who are tall enough to reach the candles on the 

altar.   At present, some of our acolyte robes are in 

need of minor repairs and washing.  If you can help 

by taking and repairing a couple of robes at a time, 

please contact Horace Ford at 804-262-8651. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER LILIES 
  

Order your Easter lilies, which will adorn our church 

on Easter Sunday.   

All lilies are $15 each. Please make checks payable 

to the GPUMC Altar Guild, and place them in the 

offering plate, or return them to the church office.   

(Orders must be placed by April 10, 2019.)  

  

Quantity   _______        

  

(  ) In Honor of:__________________________  

  

(  ) In Memory of: ________________________  

                            

 

Name:_____________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________ 

Address:  

__________________________________________  

     

__________________________________________  

     

__________________________________________  

  

Total Paid: _________ Cash (   )    Check (   )   

$15/each flower  

  
 
Please pick up flowers following the 11:00 

 

AM service on Easter Sunday, April 21st.   

 

 



CHURCH SOFTBALL 
Time to gear up for Spring  

Training and the Prodigals 

Softball season!  We are looking 

for men, 16 and older, to play on  

 the church’s softball team, the 

GPUMC Prodigals.  All skill levels welcomed! 

Come on out and have a ball playing other church 

teams in the league!  You don’t have to be a 

church member, and you can help us by recruiting 

your friends, family or co-workers, too.  Contact 

Don Turner, Prodigals Manager, at 517-7435, for 

more details!  Play Ball!!  

 

FOOD PANTRY, CLOTHES CLOSET 

AND OTHER MISSION 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Your Food Pantry and Clothes Closet continues to 

serve those in need in our community.  During the 

first two Wednesdays in February, we served over 

70 family units each week.  You can help these 

ministries in several ways. 

Paper Grocery Bags with handles – We can always 

use paper bags with handles.  If you will bring your 

grocery bags to church (and collect them from 

friends and neighbors), it will help us to meet our 

needs without having to purchase them at a cost of 

15-1/2 cents each. 

Food – We appreciate your donations of 

nonperishable food items; however, please make 

sure the expiration dates are current.  We especially 

need peanut butter, tuna and other canned 

vegetables. 

Bon Secours Care-A-Van – This van provides 

medical services to people without health insurance.  

It is located at our church on the first and second 

Monday of each month.  Volunteers are needed to 

help clients get to the right location within our 

building.  If you can serve a couple of hours on one 

or both Mondays, please notify the church office. 

Thank you for your support of these mission 

opportunities. 

 

CONDOLENCES 

Our condolences to the family and friends of 

Verna Raup who passed away on Tuesday, 

February 26, 2019. 
 

 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Tuesday, March 5, 10:00am meeting followed by 

program on "Prayer and Self-Denial."  Bring 

sandwich.  Dessert and drink provided. 

 

Tuesday, April 2, 10:00am meeting followed by 

program TBA.  Bring sandwich.  Dessert and drink 

provided.  Afterwards, we will stuff eggs for Ginter 

Park Easter Egg Hunt. 

 

Saturday, April 6. District Prayer Breakfast, Shady 

Grove UMC, Mechanicsville.  Registration 

8:30am.  Breakfast and Worship 9:00-11:00am. 

 

CELEBRATING 

 “THE YEAR OF THE  

CHURCH FAMILY” 
 

This is good news indeed!  Brothers and Sisters – in 

Christ, we are focusing on and celebrating “The 

Year of the Church Family”.  You and I, each and 

every one of us is a sister or brother to each other in 

the very special relationship as the family of 

believers in Christ’s blessed church here at GPUMC. 

 

In John 15:12, Jesus commanded, “This is my 

commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you.”  

 

God wants and intends us to continue to come 

together to mutally and in Christian love nurture, 

enrich, minister to and with, encourage spiritual 

growth, support, and enjoy fellowship in various 

ways through our relationships within our Church 

Family of Christian believers.  As we encourage 

each other to focus and celebrate us, Brothers and 

Sisters, we draw even closer to each other and to 

God in the safety and security of God’s steadfast 

loving care which God provides for us in our special 

GPUMC Family of Christian believers. 

 

Our motto states, “As much for others, as for 

ourselves”.  We will, with renewed understanding, 

focus and celebrate “as for ourselves” in keeping 

with Christ’s commandment.  (Sisters and Brothers, 

do not be concerned.  We will as usual continue to 

minister to and love our neighbors as ourselves in 

keeping with “As much for others.”) 

 

  Your Sister in-Christ,  

  Mary Swing 

  Chair of Congregational Care 



INCLEMENT WEATHER CLOSING 
If you are wondering whether the church will be 

open due to inclement weather please stay tuned to 

channel 6, and check the scroll at the bottom of your 

TV screen for further information.   

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Each Sunday, the flowers are given in honor of or in 

memory of our loved ones.  If you would like to 

place flowers on the altar to recognize someone or 

some event, please contact Laura Roberts. Would 

you like to join our Altar Guild?  We would like to 

have you in one of our groups. 

 

NEEDED!!! 
The food pantry is looking for an upright 

freezer.  Please let us know if you have one that you 

would like to donate. 

 

NURSERY STAFF 

We are pleased to announce our fabulous Nursery 

Staff!!  Each Sunday, the following team will be 

available to make your child feel right at home in 

our nursery: 

Liz Turner  

Dale Lipke 

Ella Kinney, substitute 

The nursery is for children from 

birth through age 4.  If you have a 

child older than 4, please have them attend Sunday 

School at 9:30 A.M./Children’s Church at the 11:00 

A.M. Worship Service to ensure the safety of our 

youngest ones.  If you have any questions please 

contact our Anne Durrett in the Church Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GPUMC Exercise Class 

 

MARCH & APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

March 

3 Cindy Jones 

5 Don Turner 

8 Alice Gray 

 Lee Walker 

10 Philip Turner 

12 Eli Durrett 

15 Edith Ann Bassett 

16 Harriet Cogle 

18 Allie Terranova 

19 Carrie Hall 

22 Andrew Gibson 

25 Will Plott 

28 Jean Taylor 

29 John Longstreth 

 

April 

4 Alison Carlton 

 Luke Picudella 

5 Rich Bronson 

10 Susan Carr 

 Hailey Inge 

13 Debbie Oliver 

 Jacqueline Fisher 

14 Jim Gray 

15 Grace Durrett 

17 Heather Bronson 

22 Kennedy Kruger 

23 Landis Bronson 

26 Laura Roberts 

 Larkin Johnson 

 Julia Johnson 

29 Conner Dewhirst 

 Austin Taylor 

Logan Taylor             

 

 
 

CHURCH MEETINGS 
March  

13th Finance, 6:30 p.m. 

 Church Council, 7 p.m. 

April 

10th Finance, 6:30 p.m. 

 Church Council, 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    GPUMC COMMUNITY YARD SALES 
Come out and support our Church! 
 

On Saturday, April 6, from 8 A.M. – 1 P.M., we are 

hosting our Community Yard Sale in our parking lot  

(NO RAIN DATES).  Volunteers are needed, so 

please consider joining us to help make it another 

successful season. 

 

Vendors please call 262-8651.  Only $10 to rent 

each “Selling Spot” to sell your items.   
 

Now is the time to clear your attic and garage.  Help 

spread the word!  Tell your friends, neighbors, and 

everyone you meet.  Come buy or sell.  Help is 

needed before, during, and after our Community 

Yard Sale.  Please contact Mary Swing at the church 

(262-8651). 

Saturday, April 6 8 A.M. – 1 P.M. 

Saturday, May 4 8 A.M. – 1 P.M. 

Saturday, June 1 8 A.M. – 1 P.M. 

NO RAIN DATES 

 

 
     

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Our Confirmation Class for 2019 consists of the 

following youth: 

Mady Carlton 

Kayleigh Douthat 

Jacob Durrett 

Eli Durrett 

Jacob Fleming.   

Please pray for them on this spiritual journey! 

 

 

 

 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR CHURCH 

MARCH/APRIL 
Acolytes 

March  

3 Jacob Fleming & Jonas Fleming 

6 Katherine Kinney (Ash Wednesday) 

10 Eli Durrett 

17 Micah Kinney 

24 Kayleigh Douthat & Katherine Kinney 

31 Katherine Kinney 

April 

7 Jacob Fleming & Jonas Fleming 

14 Eli Durrett (Palm Sunday) 

18 Katherine Kinney (Maundy Thursday) 

21 Micah Kinney & Eli Durrett (Easter) 

28 Kayleigh Douthat & Katherine Kinney 
  

Crucifers 

March 

3 Lee Walker 

6 Micah Kinney (Ash Wednesday) 

10 Jacob Durrett 

17 Chuck Croll 

24 Ryan Douthat 

31 Micah Kinney 

April 

7 Lee Walker 

14 Jacob Durrett (Palm Sunday) 

18 Micah Kinney (Maundy Thursday) 

21 Chuck Croll (Easter) 

28 Ryan Douthat 

Ushers 

March 

Captain:  Robert Burns, Altarperson:  Floyd Davis, 

Team:  Chuck Croll, Lee Walker 

April  

Captain:  Jim Gray, Altarperson:  Horace Ford, 

Team:  Barbara Ford, Alice Gray 
 

   Altar Guild 

January & February 

9:30 A.M.  – Allison Douthat 

11:00 A.M. –Laura Roberts, Alane Herbert, Callie 

Robinson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONCERNS 

Please pray for our Church Family members.  We hold 

you in our thoughts and hearts.  We are blessed because 

we as Christians have a very special hope, love, and 

assurance through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

ILLNESSES: 

Barbara “Shirly” Gelston (Liz Turner’s great Aunt) 

for heart issues, flu and pneumonia, Ted Hughes 

(Liz Turner’s great Uncle) with brain cancer, Claude 

Cheely, Harriet Cogle, Nik, Teddy Sears, Joyce 

Forcke, Frankie Irons, Shirley Overstreet, Judy 

Wilkinson, Jane Whitlow, Cindy White, Jennifer 

Maitland, Isabelle Brown, those living in Alaska still 

dealing with aftershocks from an earthquake. 
 

CELEBRATIONS IN 2019: 

We recognize and celebrate the joys of important events 

in our lives in our Church Family at GPUMC.  We do 

this in order to grow and enjoy closer relationships with 

each other and with God.  If you have any important 

events or know of any, please let Mary Swing or the 

Church Office know so that we may include it here. 

 

CHILDREN’S BIRTHDAYS: 

You are very special to Jesus, and to us, too!  Happy 

Birthday! 

 

March 

10 Philip Turner 

12 Eli Durrett 

18 Allie Terranova 

 

April  

15 Grace Durrett 

23 Landis Bronson 

29 Conner Dewhirst 

 Austin Taylor 

 Logan Taylor 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE IN THE RICHMOND 

DISTRICT DISPATCH ABOUT   

GINTER PARK UMC 

Ginter Park UMC Hosts 

Shutdown Soup & 

Sandwich Events. On a 

Tuesday evening’s six 

o’clock news, a story 

came on about 

FeedMore bracing for 

increased need due to the Shutdown. And then there 

was a time of prayer for guidance. By the next 

Wednesday, a few friends and members of Ginter 

Park UMC had made approximately four gallons of 

chicken vegetable soup and roughly 100 turkey 

sandwiches to give away to our neighbors in need. 

We’ve done it twice since then, 

before the Shutdown took a break. 

Handing out free lunches doesn’t 

make a difference in whether or not 

bills or the rent gets paid. Our 

mission is to show our neighbors 

affected by the Shutdown that we are 

with them and we care. There has been an 

unexpected bonus to these events: our church calls 

them “God Moments.” The first one was feeding a 

man who was visibly starving, and getting him 

hooked up with our food pantry. Second, we met a 

woman who had just gotten a new job, but was 

facing eviction. We got her in touch with a friend 

who finds housing for people and works with the 

CARITAS program. Our third God Moment came 

when a neighbor came over to thank us for what we 

were doing. In our conversation, she mentioned her 

son had died one year before, the day before he was 

to be released from jail. We stood together by the 

light pole on the corner of Laburnum and 

Chamberlayne Avenues, hugging it out and crying 

together. A gentleman came up to see if we were ok, 

and it turns out he had recently lost his 25 year old 

daughter. More hugs, more tears, more comfort in 

each other’s company and 

knowing God was looking out for 

us. In the end, the lesson here is 

Be Kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving 

(Ephesians 4:32). Be kind. Show 

love. Let God’s guiding light 

shine through you. You’ll find 

it’s amazing. Article submitted 

by Ginter Park UMC member Liz Turner.  

 



The 5th Annual Rosedale Cherry Blossom 

– Arts in RPS Festival! 

April 20, 2019, 11am to 4pm 

In The Park at 1704 W. Laburnum Ave! 

This fun event includes arts, crafts, great food, live 

music, dancing and loads more! Join us as we raise 

funds to support the arts department of Richmond 

Public Schools!  If you are interested in setting up a 

booth at the festival, please contact Liz Turner at 

356-7203. Spot rentals are $15, and you keep all 

your own profits!  Bring your own table(s)/chair(s), 

and a shelter of some kind is strongly recommended.  

Hope to see all of GPUMC on the 20th! 

 

SOUPERBOWL SUNDAY!!! 

We had another epic battle on the flag football field 

of glory this year!  This year’s teams were Gold & 

Blue!  Who knows what the score ended up being, 

but everyone had a terrific time.  All ages, from ages 

3 & 4 to nearly 19, boys and girls, had fun 

participating in the game.  Congrats to Sydney 

Douthat for her outstanding touchdown!  We are 

already looking forward to next year’s game, so we 

hope you’ll be there! 

 

Shutdown Soup & Sandwich Lunches 

As of now, the federal government shutdown is over, 

so there are no immediate plans to continue with the 

Lunch give away.  We gave out roughly 200 lunches 

in 3 days to our neighbors near to the church, and 

everyone was happy to see us.  HUGE thanks to the 

following:  Marlene Otto (made soup and assembled 

sandwiches), Ushan Arnone (made sandwiches), 

Jennifer Burns & her kids (sandwich and lunch bag 

assembly), Amy Magee (made soup), Keith Nix of 

the Veritas School (made soup & assembled lunch 

bags), Ruth Plott (distribution), David Curtis & 

Carol Davis (sandwich and lunch bag assembly).   

 

 

 

GPUMC GATHERINGS 

A new ministry began in January on a once a month 

basis: 

*GPUMC at Westminster Canterbury 

  4th Tuesday at 10:30 A.M. – 11:30 A.M. 

*GPUMC at The Hermitage 

  4th Thursday at 10:30 – 11:30 A.M. 

*GPUMC at Imperial Plaza 

  2nd Tuesday at 10 A.M. – 11 A.M. 

All members of GPUMC are invited to join our 

Pastor Dennis Lipke, and Mary Swing and the 

members who live at each of the Retirement Homes 

in order to bring us together for face to face 

fellowship, refreshments, discussions, Bible Studies, 

etc.  Please join us!  For more information, please 

contact Mary Swing.  

 

CHILDREN’S EASTER CELEBRATION  

On Sunday, April 14th all children are invited to 

celebrate Palm Sunday with special activities 

including Egg Dying! 

On Easter Sunday, April 21st all children are invited 

to participate in our annual Easter Egg Hunt starting 

at 10:45 a.m. in the Social Hall.  Please bring your 

own baskets!  Fun activities will be included in the 

festivities. 

 

 

 



UNITED METHODIST FAMILY 

SERVICES 

We are the Auxiliary of the United Methodist 

Family Services and we are contacting you in hope 

that your church might be willing to join us in 

assisting the children and families that will be 

affected by the expansion of the facility at West 

Broad and Hamilton. Our charge at this time is to try 

and get more Richmond District churches to be 

represented at our monthly meetings and supportive 

activities for the kids at the Richmond campus. We 

presently have birthday parties every three months 

for the children and we need more help, particularly 

men, to meet and sit with the kids at those Thursday 

mid-day functions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OUR FEATURED MEMBER: 

Geraldene Lucille Craig Dodson 

Geraldene Lucille Craig 
was born in St. Luke's 
Hospital in the city of 
Richmond, Virginia. She 
said fondly laughingly, "My 
father sent a telegraph to his 
parents (my grandparents) in 
Georgia saying he'd let them 
know what my name was as 
soon as he learned to spell 
it." She has various names: 

Geraldene (birth, Jr. High School and High School 
Teachers' name for her) and Jerry Lou or Jerry (her 
Mother's, the neighbors', and Church folks' name 
for her). She answers to all of them. 

She grew up in the city of Richmond in the 

Highland Park neighborhood. Her parents were 

William Hubert Craig from Georgia, and Irene 

Jenkins Parker Craig from North Carolina. Her 

mother moved with her family to Richmond at 8 

years of age. Her father was "a traveling salesman 

prior to World War Il but war gasoline rationing 

stopped that. He tried to be a milkman for 1 week. 

Then he worked at an essential job at the Hopewell 

Chemical Company; then went to work in an 

essential job for the "Chessie Cat" Railroad until 

the end of WWII. Postwar, he returned to 

traveling." Sadly, she lost her father who died at 52 

years of age. "Mom never remarried," reminisced 

Geraldene. "But I was real fortunate enough to 

have my mother until she was 98 years old. She 

passed away in May 2014." 

 

Geraldene said cheerfully, "I'm an only child 

with a brother." "1 have a cousin Bill, also an only 

child, who is like a brother to me (her mother's 

brother's son)," she explained warmly. "My 

mother's mother, we called her Nannie, kept us 

both at her house as both sets of our parents were 

working, so we were together almost every day. 

Our friends thought we were brother and sister." 

Her Grandmother (Nannie) had a huge impact on 

Geraldene's life. Jerry Lou remembers "being told 

Nannie was standing in lines during rationing of 

meat, shoes, sugar, and gasoline during WWII." 

She reminisced about her growing up years. 

 

"Our Grandmother's house. was the whole 

neighborhood gathering place. She loved the 

young people because they kept her young. She 

let us roll up the rug and let us dance, was always 

baking cakes and cookies for us." Her 

Grandmother was a grandmother to everybody. 

Geraldene has been able to keep up with all of her 

childhood friends as they became adults because 

they would visit her Grandmother with their 

children, and Geraldene lived with her 

Grandmother. In fact, after she married, she and 

her husband, who was in the Navy, lived with her 

Grandmother until "Jimmy got out of the Navy." 

Then Geraldene and Jimmy "got an apartment on 

the Southside." Geraldene still fondly remembers 

the first neighbor she ever met when she and 

Jimmy "bought their first house in which they still 

live: 2 year-old Kay Baker." 

 

Geraldene said, "I'm a very fortunate person. 

One of the most blessed that God has put on this 

beautiful Earth He has created." God blessed her 

with various lifestyles when she was growing up. 

"There was Richmond City living. Then I would go 

to visit relatives living out in the country, and 

experienced, first-hand what their lifestyles were 

like. None of the country homes had heat except for 

a single stove in the general room which was a 

wood stove." 
 

Her father's parents lived in Georgia. "My 
father was next to the youngest of 11 children. So 
my grandparents were old when I knew them. All 
the people I saw were adults, even my first 
cousins." She fondly remembered, "It was farm 
living. There was no running water indoors, no 
indoor plumbing. To get water for the house, they 
dropped a bucket in the well with a rope on the 
handle and a crank to raise and lower the bucket. I 
looked down the well and all I could see was a 
black hole. They raised cotton. I remember going 
down there and bringing bolls of cotton back to 
school, and how prickly it was to work with." 

Nannie’s sister, "my Aunt Bell" had and lived 
on a North Carolina tobacco farm where Geraldene 
had the opportunity to find out what tobacco 
farming was like. Her Aunt's water source was a 
hand-pump in the kitchen in a very large sink. She 
recalled, "The men harvested the tobacco. The 
tobacco was sticky from tobacco gum, and a horse 
pulled the wooden sleigh under the shelter. My job 
was "handing". I stood there, picked up from the 
sleigh the tobacco leaves then handing them to 
someone. Someone else tied up the leaves to sticks 
and hung the sticks in the curing house shed." 



Her father's sister's farm was a poultry farm in 

Farmville, Virginia. She "helped with the chickens 

but never could learn to milk the cows." Her 

Aunt's "water source was a pump outside the 

kitchen. You pumped the water then took it inside 

the house." Eventually, they put in an indoor 

bathroom when Geraldene was a teenager. 
 
After she married, Geraldene, Jimmy, and Terry 

"would visit my husband's grandparents on their 
farm in Culpepper, Virginia." "His grandparents 
had a natural spring from which you got water. 
You got down on your hands and knees and dipped 
water from it. Geraldene's daughter said, 'That's the 
best water I've tasted.' "  
Geraldene "experienced these country life styles 

and came home to the City, and had central heat, 

indoor plumbing, and water. I grew up during 

safe, secure years — no drugs in High School; 

slept with doors unlocked; windows open with 

screens in them. Times of care-free days of 

economics of the postwar boom. Wonderful 

health and born into a wonderful Christian 

family." 

"That's how God has worked in my life: 

greatly blessed, and one of the blessings was the 

experiences of city and country life. All the 

comforts of the 

city but got to 

live the country 

experience first-

hand." 

"I went to 
the same schools 
and buildings as 
my mother did: 
Highland Park 
Elementary, 
Chandler Junior 
High, and Old 
John Marshall 
High School." 
She went to and 

"was in the last graduating class of the old John 
Marshall High School on Marshall Street." 
Geraldene loved sports and was voted "Most 
Athletic Girl" in her Senior Class. She was a 
member of the National Honor Society. Also, she 
took Business courses and two years of Accounting 
courses in High School. Later these would help her 
get jobs. 

She also loved dancing, and still does! When 
she was a child she began taking dance lessons. 
She has taken ballet, tap, toe dancing, and Jazz. 
Her Dance Teacher was Julia Mildred Harper. "I 
took dance lessons because I enjoyed it, and it is 
good disciplined exercises which I continued into 
my adult years." When she was in High School, 
"she dated a cadet in the John Marshall Band, and 
then, therefore, was able to go to all their dances." 

Geraldene and Jimmy's family birthday month 

is January. Their daughter Terry, who inherited 

her mother's love for athletics and works for UPS 

(the Brown Trucks), was also born in January. 

 

Geraldene was an Accountant and 

Bookkeeper. She continued her education at the 

University of Richmond Night School as a part-

time student and took Accounting and Business 

Law classes while she was working at Southern 

States in the Accounting Department. This job 

was her first job after High School and was the 

start of her career in her field. Her career at 

Southern States ended when she was terminated 

because she was 5 months pregnant with Terry. 

"They did that then," she recalled. Following a 

family tradition, Geraldene's Grandmother 

(Nannie) took care of Terry while Geraldene 

worked. 

 

When she wanted to go back to work, Henrico 

County government hired her temporally 

(September through October) because of her 

expertise in the use of a "comptometer" in the 

Accounting Department. Then Mobil Chemical 

Company, a division of Mobil Oil Corporation, 

hired her to work in the Tax Accounting 

Department until the company was sold. 

Following that, William E. Tucker Inc., a 

masonary contractor, hired her as their part-time 

Bookkeeper so she could be home when Terry 

went to and came home from school. Eventually 

the business closed when Mr. Tucker retired. 

The 5th job that she had was at Highland 

Park United Methodist Church where she 

volunteered as the Bookkeeper, etc.. "1 

brought most of that work home to do 

because I was a volunteer and did it on my 

own time," she explained. Also, on her own 

flexible schedule, she "volunteered as an 

Office Assistant to their Secretary. " 



Sports continues to be an important part of her 

life. She started playing tennis near the end of her 

ten-year career at Tucker's in 1981. Her husband 

had told her, "You don't have to work." Geraldene 

said he told everyone, "When I go to work, she's 

running out the door with her tennis racket, and 

when I come home in the evening she's got the 

[Highland Park] Church books in her lap." 

She continues to play tennis regularly. Geraldene 

also participates in the Tai Chi class here at our 

Church. 

Ginter Park UM Church is her Church home 

now. As a Volunteer, she helps with receptions, 

participates in the UMW (following in her Mother's 

footsteps), our Tai Chi class, G.E.M.S., Farm 

Outing and Picnics. Most importantly, she "attends 

and tries to be at the 11:00 A.M. Church service 

every Sunday." 

As a Volunteer, she also was an Assistant Leader 

of a Brownie Troop, and the Head Girl Scout 

Leader for the Junior Girl Scout Troop. Then 

later, Geraldene served as the Neighborhood Girl 

Scout Cookie Chairman for several years. 
 

"I love all kinds of animals, but especially cats. 

I've had a cat or cats most of my life," she said 

smiling. "I've felt like they've all been part of my 

family, and a blessing," Geraldene said 

enthusiastically. Laughing at her memories 

Geraldene continued, " 

Also little Easter 

chickens, Molly and 

Peter Cottontail rabbits 

one Easter who had 8 

babies, Diddle Duck 

which Bill won from 

the State Fair. He was a 

tiny little thing covered 

with yellow down. He 

grew up to be a big 

white duck which 

followed us around every time we went into the 

backyard.  He wanted to be petted and played 

with.” 

 

Geraldene smiling said, "I've been a happy 

person all my life. Never uprooted. Real stable 

geographically." She repeated what she'd said 

earlier, "I'm a very fortunate person. One of the 

most blessed that God has put on this beautiful 

Earth He has created." 

 

CARITAS NEWS 

We're Officially a 
Hard Hat Zone 

  Our 30 years of 

experience fuels constant 
innovation and evolution 

here at CARITAS. As a result, last year, we 
announced our largest undertaking yet: the 
CARITAS Center. Opening in 2020, the new 
facility will combine all of our programs under 
one roof and house a much needed long-term 
residential recovery program for women. The 
CARITAS Center will also be home to a sober 
living community of 47 apartments. We are so 
excited about this initiative and proud to 
announce that we have started construction!  
 

Learn more February 27 

Transforming Richmond's Landscape with 
New Strategies in New Spaces 
February 25 

4:30 - 6 p.m. 
Community Foundation, 3409 Moore Street 
 
Join CARITAS CEO Karen Stanley and two 
other agencies as they discuss innovative 
projects that will transform Richmond's 
landscape, literally and figuratively. This is the 
first in a new "ON TAP" monthly series.  
 

Shop With Us!  
 
March 8-24 
Regency Square Mall 
1420 N. Parham Road 

Richmond, VA 23229 

 
Curtain Call is a long-time partner of CARITAS. 
We're excited to benefit from the organization's 
annual event again this year. They will host a 
vignette style sale in 50,000 square feet of retail 
space in Regency Square Mall. You will find a 
wide variety of home decor items--modest to 
designer to high-end--at a steal! A portion of 
proceeds will benefit CARITAS.  

 
 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eQ1nWpXam2Ncrr4Ua_fHGIQNvL-IfvK4gvnodAcCaojEK58l4rh3mwJOC4Hq52RQSB2fgfI-Fpa4ZTp56U4uvOoa9UA9H7vBCcWV5nLx_IGEeqUvnSjw44eyJzA2RFJSz-tDtzLS_nq8fjJ4vGroZVyBfQ4i8KXsSVj7B9TpPrLB9MLVxUwHL8G21VRWXIKsK18q7qa5Udc=&c=aYY_kI1EGt338dG0jvrr_EHLLAWhJ12VHCwfaH9_ukkmtTzBjsGjuA==&ch=P_n-fekB6A-h-eYszjtPfOF5bi7rKvQ7ZgzR_vZABm52N2-skVvn-w==
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Have You Met Paris? 
 
Paris was shot four times. Today, he is sober, 
living his dream, and full of hope. Learn how 
The Healing Place helped him by watching 
this video. 
 
The Healing Place is a long-term peer-driven 
residential recovery program serving the 
Greater Richmond community. Here, our 
neighbors suffering from substance use 
disorder carve pathways to sobriety, 
employment, and spiritual wellness. The 
Healing Place program includes a workforce 
development program, a transitional sober living 
community, and an active Alumni Association to 
support lifelong sobriety. We offer services at 
no cost.  
 
Do you think you and your peers should 
learn more?  
  
We can host an information session about The 

Healing Place for you and your office or 

community group. If you're interested in 

learning about the recovery services we offer, 

how to refer residents, and more, please email 

Tiffany Terry at tterry@caritasva.org.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
From Research to Recovery 
 
April 10 -12 

James Branch Cabell Library 
901 Park Avenue 
Richmond, VA 23284 
 
We're always excited about this conference in 
Richmond. You're invited! 
 
Join us for the annual College Emotional and 
Behavioral Health Institute (COBE) Town 
Hall. This event encompasses three days of 
learning from leading experts about the 
etiology, genetics, prevention, treatment, and 

recovery of alcohol and substance use 
disorders. It is designed to be translational and 
open to everyone. We encourage individuals in 
recovery, individuals struggling with these 
disorders, families and friends of those affected 
by these disorders, students, researchers, 
clinicians, science communicators, 
policymakers, and journalists to attend! 
 

16th Annual Celebrity Serve 
Dinner & Auction 
 
Tuesday, February 26 

6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
Sine' Irish Pub & Restaurant 
1327 E. Cary Street, Richmond, VA 
 
Each year, we get to turn the tables on YOU 
during this annual fundraising and awareness 
event. During a fun, chef-prepared meal by 
Sine Irish Pub and a special live auction, some 
Richmond's finest celebs will help you have a 
blast, and learn more about our mission. We're 
excited to welcome:  
 
Jonathan Austin, 
Magician & Juggler 
Victor Branch, Bank of 
America 
Dr. Joseph Casey, 
Chesterfield County 
Juan Conde, WRIC 
Channel 8 
Andrew Freiden, NBC Channel 12 
Chris Hilbert, Richmond City Council 
Susan Greenbaum, Singer/Songwriter 
Tom Leonard, Tom Leonard's Farmer's Market 
Emili McPhail, Miss Virginia 
Cheryl Miller, WTVR Channel 6 
Lisa Schaffner, UNOS 
Kat Simons, Mix 98.1 
Adam Stubbs, Comcast Spotlight 
Susan Winiecki, Editor Richmond Magazine 
 
Thank you also to our 2019 sponsors including 
Progressive Design, Howell's Heating & Air 
Conditioning, Suntrust, Virginia Housing and 
Development Authority, Davenport and Co, 
LLC, Mercedes Benz of Richmond, and Patient 
First Corporation.
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